DISCIPLINE FOR CLUBS WITH JUNIOR/MINI SECTIONS

Following numerous problems a meeting was held to discuss above, with particular reference to Discipline of Players, Coaches and Spectators. Procedures for Clubs and Referees was also reviewed by Task Group comprising Yorkshire Sec.; Junior/Min Sec.; Youth Discipline Sec; Yorkshire Refs Sec., plus input from Yorkshire Disc. Sec. John Sheppard made an in depth report which has been distributed to those attending. A synopsis is that, the procedures are there but are not being implemented. Listed below are major Bullet Points, it is essential that these are adopted and adhered to.

Yorkshire RFU follow RFU Disciplinary Regulations set out in RFU Handbook, Section 10, pages 355 to 362 and sanctions listed in appendix 3 on page 375. Information is also available on RFU Website.

The Senior Club Committee is responsible for all Disciplinary matters. The Senior Club Secretary is Club Contact. Sanctions could affect whole Club and all teams.

Players up to and including Under 12

Clubs and Referees are encouraged to be sensitive and aware of transgressions and coaches should withdraw players rather than have them dismissed. Informal advice and guidance is best, but record should be kept for internal club information.

Club Players from Under 13 to Under 18 and all Inter School Players

When a player is dismissed, all Referees, including Coaches/Teachers/Club Refs, must complete the RFU Discipline Report. All Refs, Clubs, Schools should have these available at all games. It is expected that all Clubs/Schools will submit any report. Society Referees will follow Society reporting guidelines; all other referees should report to Schools and Youth Disciplinary Sec. by post or email. 

Clubs must, on receipt of Referees report, convene a Disciplinary Panel and, following guidelines in Section 10 Schools and Youth Disciplinary Matters; apply Sanctions as per Appendix 3. Report of action/sanctions must be advised to S/Y Disc. Secretary. Head Teachers take place of Disciplinary Panel in Schools. Report Forms are on RFU Website. Club Panels usually comprise of three members including at least one from Senior Club.

Abuse of Officials

Players abusing officials will be dealt with in the normal way; all players must be made aware by their Club/School that sanctions will be severe.

Abuse of referees by Coaches, spectators and parents will not be tolerated and all Referees will use the Match Official Abuse Form. Society Referees carry these forms; Clubs and Schools should have copies available for non-society Referees to use. Serious misconduct of this nature will be reported to the Senior Disciplinary Sec. 

Abandonment of Games

Very occasionally games are abandoned due to actions of players or problems from touchline, any game that is abandoned in this way must be reported to the Disciplinary Secretary by the Referee; both clubs must ensure such notification is made. Page 362 of the RFU Handbook lists “ill discipline on part of coaches, parents and adult supporters as prejudicial to the interests of the game” responsibility for dealing with report is allocated to the Yorkshire Disciplinary Committee. Any person or club found guilty of behaviour resulting in a game being halted will receive the most severe sanction. It is essential that parents have confidence that matters such as these are being “dealt with promptly and properly”

Misconduct contrary to Spirit of the Game

Abuse, threatening or racist comments; offensive chanting; trashing of changing rooms and offensive comments on web sites are all issues that need to be dealt with firmly and promptly, they have no place in our sport. All incidents must be reported. If clubs or schools have resolved between themselves then the report should include outcome and action taken.

Yorkshire Contacts

John Sheppard, Schools/Youth  Disciplinary Secretary

23 Fingall Road, Skellow, Doncaster DN6 8PB

oldshep@compuserve.com

Richard Mathews, Yorkshire Disciplinary Secretary

27 Newlands Walk, Stanley, Wakefield, WF3 4DT

annrich@27newlands.fsnet.co.uk

Dawn Rathmell, Junior/Mini Secretary

Springfield Farm, 957 New Hey Road, Outlane, Huddersfield, HD3 3FH

dawnrathmell@btinternet.com

Mike Wells, Federation of Referee Societies Secretary,

36 Kings Meadow Mews, Wetherby, Leeds, LS22 7FT  

Mikewells5864848@aol.com
Ian Leask, Yorkshire Secretary

County Office, Griffin House, 24 Station Road, Morley, LS27 8JW

Cb-honsec-yorks@therfu.com

